The burden of pediatric surgical conditions in low and middle income countries: a call to action.
Recently, the role of surgery in global health has gained greater attention, although pediatric surgery has received little specific emphasis. This paper highlights pediatric surgical conditions as a part of global public health, and identifies gaps in knowledge and possible areas of action for the global pediatric surgical community. The burden of disease concept is discussed with examples of its application to pediatric surgery, and further information required to improve measurement of the global burden of pediatric surgical conditions. In addition, selected tools to measure access to surgical care and the unmet need for surgery in low and middle-income countries (LMICs) are reviewed, with recent innovative approaches and other possible adaptations to pediatric surgery. Finally, some of the strategies used to improve access to care for pediatric surgical conditions are discussed, with possible future directions.